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l it n"pcar that Louis 


. s-iu tne' p:au v.as "...Sought of t 
f Vidal, ‘ Vidal’s father and others conccrnc 
with the fact that Louis Vidals' life was 
; danger. Vidal is said to have been run- 
ping guns for pro and anti Castro Cubans 
pased in New York. After Vidal had been A 
iound badly beaten one night it was de 
prided that he had better ‘‘disappear." 

Vidal cause to Mexico and Kaplan, un- 
der an admitted false passport, met him 
here. He was accompanied * by two other 
men. One was a man named Kopeison 
who is reported to have been in the in- 
telligence of his native Israel. The other 


was a Russian bom American citizen nam- 
ed Petrusha nsky, who also entered under 
a false passport under the name Peter 
Green. 

_ According to Kaplan, _ after the con- 
spirators met and accomplished their pur- 
pose here, he, Kopeison and Petrushansky 
all left Mexico the same way they had en- 
tered. Kaplan went to see "Vidal's father 
in New York. Vidal's father later signed 
•a sworn affidavit to the effect that Kaplan 
had nothing to do with the disappearance 
of his son. This affidavit was introduced 
by defense attorney Victor Velazquez dur- 


ing 


the ’ 


f Kaplan said he was then “advised” 

/ leave the United States until “the whole 1 
f tiling blew over." He said he went to Can- 
l-ada for a while and then decided to go 
V Spain. _ 

Then; at the same time Vidal’s alleged . 
body was said to have been found, he is 
reported to have crossed the borders of 
Guatemala and El Salvador. Velazquez 
presented in court a phetosiatic copy of 
a document bearing the seal of The Re- 
public of Ei Salvador No. 00055S4 stating 
that Louis Melchor Vidal, Jr., bearer of 
TJ.S. Passport No. 293SJ2 passed across 
their frontier. 

- Kaplan said that he expected Vidal to 
“disappear” but “net quite in this way.” 
He explained his remark by saying that 
.it appeared to him that Vidal apparent- 
ly was angry because Kaplan would not 
give him some money he demanded and 
probably at this point-decided to lei Ka- 
plan take, whatever happened’ to him. Or, 
Kaplan speculated, he might be more di- 
rectly responsible. 

Kaplan said he had decided to go to 
Spain because “my uncle fired me after I 
returned irom Mexico ane I wanton to 
see -Otto Carbon who was then in Madrid 
with his wife. Carbon and I had business 
in Peru but at that time he was living in 


Madrid and was planning to return to 
South America shortly.” 

Kaplan said it was then that he was 
illegally brought back to Mexico, to be 
tried for the murder of Vidal. 

Velazquez showed in court that the 
original District Attorney charged with in- 
dicating Kaplan changed the charge to 
“withholding evidence" since he found no 
reason to accuse Kaplan of murder. Two 
years later when Kaplan v/as out on bail 
he said he was threatened that the charge 
would be changed to murder if he didn’t 
pay out a quarter of a million dollars. His 
being out on bail lasted a very few days 
when he was back in jail charged as 
threatened. 

.Velazquez pointed out in * court that 
Kaplan could have left Mexico had he 
been- guilty of murder, during the time 
he was out on bail. 

Kaplan has not as yet said why he con- 
descended to be a part of the conspiracy 
nor how he was actually brought back 
from Spain. 
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that it is 


ms uncle to nave mm stay in prison.. 





